Considerations When Writing the Research Statement
· Research statements typically include the following information
· Short summary of your research program (big picture)
· Somewhat in-depth discussion of the main lines of your program, including the specific contributions to knowledge offered by your past and current work
· Reference to special accomplishments related to your scholarship (e.g., grants, awards, books, editorships)
· Discussion of indicators of the quality and impact of your work, as well as your independence as a researcher (e.g., journal quality, number of first and sole authored publications, number of citations sans self-citations, researchers who have cited your work)
· Show the evolution of your work by telling an interesting and coherent story about your research program(s)
· Highlight the systematic nature of your research—i.e., how you have contributed answers to a specific set of questions over time

· Highlight ways that your work has changed over time in response to yours and others’ research
· Describe your current work and future directions, and clarify how it is part of your trajectory
· Highlight things that you think make your work special (e.g., innovations in theory, research questions, methods; impact of your work in applied settings)
· Use the research statement as an opportunity to teach others about your research area and your subdiscipline of psychology. 
· Can help others understand the values and perspectives of your subdiscipline (e.g., how quality and impact are viewed)
· Can help others understand unique features of your research area and subdiscipline that bear on evaluation of your work (e.g., multidisciplinary nature of the field, rates of publication tend to be lower)
· Can help others get excited about your work

· How to assess quality and impact of your work?

· Journal quality
· Have you published in the top journal of your field? An APA journal?
· What are the journal rejection rates?
· How many first and sole authored publications do you have?
· How much has your work in cited in peer reviewed publications (removing self-citations)? Books and book chapters? 
· These citation counts can be done using Social Science Citation Index (SSCI; in the Web of Science on the library website) and PsycINFO
· The SSCI does not include books and book chapters
· Google Scholar can be used to identify more applied settings in which your work is cited
· Who are some of the big names who have cited your work?

· Look over examples of research statements on the junior faculty web page
